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SENATOR CHAMBERS: Yes, I would, Mr. President. And if I happen
to be speaking when the amendment comes in, somebody can just 
let me know, and I will terminate my remarks. But working 
through very difficult issues can be a very difficult process. 
But out of apparent chaos can emerge something which has 
substance, reasonableness, and validity. But, as they say, 
before you can have omelets, you have to break eggs. And 
somebody has to break the eggs. Nobody wants to be the egg. 
You can ask Humpty Dumpty about that question. But the issues 
that remain, as far as I'm concerned, are where this boot camp 
ought to be appropriately located. There were agreements worked 
out with reference to some aspects of this problem. Senator 
Wickersham had detected three distinct issues. One of them 
remains, as far as I'm concerned, and that's whether or not this 
boot camp ought to be at McCook. When there was discussion 
about locating that boot camp near a prison, nothing was said 
about the prison being at McCook, nothing was said about the 
boot camp being at McCook. There was set up a site selection 
committee to locate the prison. Governor Nelson tried to get in 
the middle of that, and I did all I could to slap him down, and 
I think I was successful. He wanted to dictate where the prison 
would go, and he wanted to put that in his old home town. But 
it didn't work. So, the prison and the boot camp were looked at 
as an entity. When the prison was not placed in McCook, as the 
Governor wanted, but the experts in corrections felt should not 
be the case, the Governor, on his own, ran out to McCook and 
said, but we're still going to put the boot camp out here, even 
though the prison is someplace else. The two were to be 
together. Senator Engel will confirm that, because he was here, 
just like I was. Governor Nelson, like a spoiled brat, couldn't 
get his way on the prison, so he decided to sabotage everything. 
And I don't think the Legislature is bound to go along with 
that. Just like the Legislature is not bound to build a maximum 
security prison. The Legislature can decide that that is not 
sound policy and can change its mind. Courts have said that 
over, and over, and over, and over that legislatures have that
freedom. And the legislators are to exercise their best
judgment. Some legislator's best judgment is determined by 
political considerations. Others have their judgment determined 
by what they think, based on information that they have, is in
the best interests of the state. And what is deemed to be in
the best interests of the state is whatever it is that will


